
The Novo Nordisk 
Foundation

SVP Biotech

Claus Felby



Facts about the 
Novo Nordisk Foundation

25.6% shares*
72.7% votes

28.1% shares*
76.9% votes

100% 

SHARES

Dividends

+ 161 other companies

Awarded

2022

Dividends

* Primarily A-shares with 10x voting 

power

Investment result

EUR 0.4 billion
DKK 3.1 billion

EUR 1 billion
DKK 7.5 billion

Total assets

EUR 108 billion
DKK 805 billion
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Our vision to improve people’s health and the sustainability of society and the 
planet is pursued through a three-pronged mission

Invest in scientific research, education and innovation to enable a world class life science 
ecosystem

Health Sustainability

The life science ecosystem

Progress research and innovation 

in prevention and treatment of 

cardiometabolic and infectious 

diseases

Advance knowledge and 

solutions to support the green 

transition in society



The very quick overview
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Grants are awarded in open competition or as stand-

alone specific initiatives

Open competition
Large Collaborative Research Programmes
Project Grants
Research Career Programmes
Research Infrastructure Programme
Innovation Grants
Conferences, Symposia and Workshops
Recruitment

Stand alone –with open calls
Challenge Grants
Academies (PhD fellowships)

Grants since 2016

• Open competition grants are evaluated and awarded

by external international committees. 

• Ongoing development of evaluation process

–blind review

• All proposals are peer reviewd. 



Industrial and 
Environmental 

Biotechnology & 
Biomanufacturing

Open competition grants across sciences
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Data Science Initiative
Plants, Agriculture and 

Food
Natural and Technical 

Sciences
Bioscience & Basic 

Biomedicine
Endocrinology & 

Metabolism
Clinical & Translational 

Medicine

Large 
Collaborative 

Grants

Project Grants

Research Career 
Programmes

Recruitment 
Programmes

Infrastructure 
Grants

Clinical Trials 

Innovation Grants

Tandem

Challenge Programmes

Collaborative

Interdisciplinary Synergy Programmes

Project Grants

Investigator Grants Investigator GrantsNERD

Start Package Grants

Young Investigator Awards and Laureate Research GrantsRECRUIT

Research Infrastructure Grants

Clinical Trials (IICT)

Innovation Grants

Postdoc Fellowships

Innovation Grants



NNF Data Science Initiative
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Collaborative Research Investigator Grants Research Infrastructure

Data Science Academy AI Pioneer Center

Purpose: to capacity build within data science and artificial 
intelligence and to support education and training of the next 
generation of data scientists

Grants for collaborative projects 
involving data science within the 
Foundation’s focus areas

Funding for excellent independent 
data science group leaders at 
different career stages

Funding for shared super computers, 
hardware, GPUs, equipment, and 
“data as infrastructure”

Open competition grants

Educational courses, Symposia and 
networking, PhD & post-doc grants, 
Visiting Professorships, Vocational 
Training

State-of-the-art AI research

Standalone initiatives
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Facts and figures –NNF Dashboard
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